






CITY OF ESCANABA
OGDEN TRIANGLE INVENTORY

• Archaeologists

• Architectural Historians

• Historians

State Historic Preservation Office

The Michigan State Historic Preservation Office was 
established in the late 1960s following the passage of 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

Michigan SHPO assists local communities, state and 
federal agencies, and other partners in their efforts to 
identify, evaluate, designate, protect, and tell the story of 
Michigan’s historic places.

Who We Are

• Historical Architects

• Preservation Planners

• Administrative Staff

What We Do
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SHPO Program Structure

Cultural Resource 
Management and Planning

Identification and 
Designation

Incentives and 
Development

Archaeology            
Program

Local historic district designation provides legal protection 
to historic resources by requiring review of proposed work 
within designated areas.

Survey and Designation

SHPO works with stakeholders across the state to identify, 
document, and designate important historic places, 
promoting responsible decision-making and providing 
access to certain preservation incentives.

Local Historic Districts 

National Register of Historic Places

The National Register is the federal government's official 
list of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects 
deemed worthy of preservation for their significance. 

An essential step in any preservation effort, historic 
resource surveys help us identify what we have in our 
communities and why particular places are important.

Historic Resource Surveys
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• State Historic Preservation Tax Credit

• Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credit

• Historic Preservation Grants

Why Is Survey Data Important?

Survey provides the baseline documentation necessary to 
plan for and protect important historic places; promotes 
informed decision-making; and facilitates use of 
incentives by property owners.

Incentives

Regulation

• Historic District Commissions

• Section 106/Environmental Review 

• Community Planning

• Local Historic Districts

• National Register of Historic Places Nominations

Planning and Designation

• Documents all properties in a defined area to a base level of 
information. Focused on capturing architectural data—
photographs, brief descriptors, and locational information.

• Used primarily for:

• First step in broader planning processes

• Updating records to reflect current conditions

Two Types of Survey

Reconnaissance-level Survey

Intensive-level Survey

• Documents all properties in a defined area at a detailed level. 
Equal emphasis is placed on capturing detailed architectural 
data and property history.

• Used primarily for:

• Establishing Local Historic Districts

• Inventorying properties for National Register 
designation
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• Survey every property within the existing boundary, 
regardless of age or condition

• Focusing on gathering basic information about architectural 
character and integrity

• Photographs from public right of way only unless owner 
voluntarily allows onto property

Reconnaissance-level Survey

Documentation Approach

District Considerations

• Building relationships

• Street network

• Landscaping and open space features (natural and man-made)

• Structures (bridges, tunnels, railway grades, towers, etc.)

• Objects (street lights, fountains, signage, etc.)
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What’s Next?

National Register of 
Historic Places District

PA 169 Local Historic DistrictHistoric District 
Overlay/Conservation District

To recognize and honor 
important properties and to 
aid local, state, and federal 
agencies in planning

To provide protection to the 
district under state law by 
reviewing all exterior work 
(e.g., alterations, additions, 
new construction, demolition)

To provide baseline protection 
to the district under local 
zoning, generally by reviewing 
major changes (e.g., additions, 
new construction, demolition)

Purpose

National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966

Public Act 169 of 1970Local zoning ordinanceLegal Authority

NoneAll exterior work (not including 
maintenance) is reviewed by 
the HDC for approval 

Determined by municipalityReview Requirements

State Historic Preservation 
Tax Credits

State Historic Preservation Tax 
Credits

No (unless provided by local 
government)

Eligible for 
preservation 
incentives?
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1. City council adopts a resolution to approve a historic 
district study and appoints a Historic District Study 
Committee

2. Study Committee prepares a preliminary historic district 
study committee report

3. Study Committee transmits report to local planning body, 
SHPO, Michigan Historical Commission, and State 
Historic Preservation Review Board

4. At least 60 days after the official transmittal of the report, 
the Study Committee holds a public hearing

5. Study Committee has up to 1 year after the public 
hearing to submit a final report to Council

6. Council votes to approve or reject the proposed historic 
district

Establishing a PA 169 Local District

Required Steps
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1. Applicant prepares a Preliminary Information Form (PIF) 
for submission to SHPO

2. SHPO reviews PIF and provides feedback, verifies 
appropriateness of moving forward

3. Applicant completes National Register of Historic Places 
Nomination Form

4. Once approved by SHPO, the applicant presents the 
nomination to the State Historic Preservation Review 
Board for consideration

5. Review Board approves the National Register nomination

6. SHPO formally submits the nomination to the National 
Park Service for inclusion in the National Register

Establishing a National Register Historic District

Required Steps
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